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Abstract

The experience of pediame populations and their famuhes with chromc illness and overall health condibons,
mvolves multiple vanables. This paper will explore the dynamies of such variables, particularly as it pertains to the
Gulf remion of the Arab population. Preemsting research demonstrates the mmlti-faceted dimensions of pediatnc
lness as it impacts acceptance, compliance. and overall coping and quality of hife. Within the Gulf commumity, 1t is
mmperafive to imtegrate the complex natwe of the fapmly umit mto treatment planming and management meludimz
gender and familial reles, and overzll famihal processes and dymammes. Cultursl and spintual perceptions of
childhood development and illness also mmpart 2 rele 1n adaphve coping and mediate ethucal considerations within
the sub-context of commumication and decision meking Impheations for the mole of the mental health care
professional and futwre research will alzo be overviewed.
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